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Mational Water Week, 18 - 24 March 2013

World Water Day, 22 March

Worid Water Day was declared an
international day in 1992 by the United
Mations Genzra! Assemhly and was first
celebrated in 1993, This year's Nationzl
Water Week celebrations coincide with the
United Mations [UN) Generzl Assembly
declaring 2013 a5 the United WNations
International Year of Water Cooperation. In
reflection of this declaration, the 2013
Warld Water Day, which will take place on
22 March 2013, also will be dedicated to
water coaperation. The UN-Water has called
upon UMNESCO to lead the 2013 United
Mations International Year on WWater
Cooperation, in particular because of the
arganization's  unique multidisciplinary
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Mational Water Week in South Africa
The Department of Water Affairs is
organizing an awareness campaigh
from 18-24 March 2013 under the
theme "Water is life - Respect it
Conserve it Enjov it”". The theme sesks
to accentuste and emphasize the fact
that water is central to all forms of life
znd that everyane has 2 responsihility
to conserve and use it sparingly. It is
therefore  incumhbent upan  every
individual and institution to use it
conservatively and sustzinably since
aurs is g water scarce country. In South
Africa, March is ziso regarded &s
Human Rights Manth and a5 such, the
21stof Marchwill see the country
celebrating human rights day.

approach which biends the natura! and
social sciences, education, cufture and
communication.

enabling growth

Thys Ahrends: determination, dedication and hard work do pay off

I started my working fife as a young boy being 2 trector diver on the farmiands of Elim in the
eary 1970's. | will never forget this as it was essential inthe forming of most.of my prindples
and approaches 1o life and the work place. In the 1980's1 moved 1o Cape Town and become a
bus driver for City Tremways. The company also had a leamer transport contract with the
educstion department in the Elim area and | was back in Elim until the contract expired. At
some stage | was appointed @s the manager of the Elim Community Development
Organization (EGO), managing the Efim bakery, pottery, vegetabie gardens, milthouse and
other tourism initatives. | became jobless for a while when the organization experenced
probiems.  During that time | beame invoived with the Elim Working for Water [WHW)
Projectin 1999, This was totally a new conceptof work which, now, | fully apprecate forwhat
itmeans to me and thousands of other people. In 2000 the Blim contractors were transferred
to the Aguihas WA project. During the same year Park management dedded that | must take
upthe position of task assessor to manase and resolve conflicowithin the Aguthas Working for
Water project; a il order 1o expect from a grade eight school leaver, but none the fess, |
faced the dhallenge with hard work and dedication. A year later | was appointed as asistant
project manager. After the successive resignations of my predecsssors | acted for two years as
project manager. | applied unsuccessfully for the position on several occasions. En hind sight it
became dear to me that more pesongl growth and experence was needed. | leamt a fot
from all the peopie that | worked with and appredate the moie that they pliayed in my
development to become the Agulhas Working for Water project manager in 2002, Since
October 2012 | am acting as the Assistant Recional Cluster Advisor for BSP projecis in the
Cape.
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Apulhas Working for Water Contracting teams




The Project beneficiaries

The project started with a R1.6 million budget in 2004 with &
teams of 66 persons in total [t expanded to neardy R11.7
million per annum today and creates empioyment for 267
persons with an estimated number of 1068 indirect
benefidaries. BB% percent of the budget is spent on
operations and of this 12% is spent on management.  20%
percent of operational costs is spent on training. The project
is managed by Froject Manager Thys Ahrends, Ass Project
Manzger Stanley Engel, Field Asss@Ent Christe Joumat and
Project Administrator Wilmine Cupido. The project consists
of 21 teams: 16 teams of 13 individuals per team and two
teams of 12 per team. The teams are 5. September, V.
Fizatjies, A. Midels, G. Nggondo, €. Josephs, M. Adendor,
M. Diedericks,, J. Newman, E.Ociober, H. Frans [Ratelrivier),
L. Smnley, C. Newman, C. Pontac, £. Newman, W. October, G.
Holzhawzen, 5. leonard, [Rietfontein) and . August, P.
DavidsR. Davids, C. Gabriel [Rhenosterkop).

Azulhas Working for Water Project salutes a stalwart —
Christina Paff

On Friday 11 January 2013 family, friends
and AgufhasMNP lost a2 loved one, afriend,
colleague and team member. Christina Paff
started atthe AgulhasWorking for Water in
the teamof Gerty Holtzhawzen on 22 May
2005 untillan 2013, Shecompletedvarious
training oourses to better her skills and career, whidh
induded a brush-cutter operator course gt the age of fifty-
two. Chrsting was very dediated and foyal t© her m—
workers and aiways supported and guided them when
needed. She was very proud-of her work, espedally to wear
the wellow WHW-T-shirt. She aklwayws found solutions to
problems and had a positive outlook on life, even in tmes of
despair.. We were biessed to hawe an employee and
colleague of thisstature; she will be sorely missed. She had a
huze impact in fighting alien infestation in the park andas a
senior member of her team, will be remembered for her
inputs and the examples she set. Qursincere condolences o
her family.

William Msxhongwa —Rest in Peace
William, 29 yvears old, sadiydiedon 2
March 2013. Hewasa member of
Patrick Davids junior'steamand onky
worked for the Agulhas Working for
Water foroneyear. Hewastheteam’'s
herbidder and at times, a normal worker
He wasashy personandvery hard
working. Heleft behind a partner
and a seven year old boy, a twin brother, an older brother
residing in Bredasdorp and his parentswho live in the Eastem
Cape. He hailed onginally from Idutwa in the Eastern Cape
andwill be buried in his hometown.

Working for Water interventions

Our mission is o erediate all alien plant spedes from the
ratural Aguihas fynbos areas so a5 t© restore the welid
processes and patterns to its ongingl state and in 50 doing
improve the rich biodiversity and assodated life forms of the
Azulhas Plains, as well a5 regenemte the natural water
flows. Interventions implemented to emdicte the alien
plant speces are dearing alien vegetation growth by way of
hadking, spraying with herbicide, as well as removing
seediings by hand.

The South African Water History Archive

On 22 February 2013 a workshop, sponsored by South Africa's
Water Research Commission (WRC), was held in Vanderbijlpark
to inform stakehol ders in the water sector, researdhers and the
public of the South African Water History Archival Repository
[SAWHAR). The thems of the workshop was Our Water History
& the Future of its Preservation. Recent @lis by the South
African water sector for the establishment of water-related
information storgge fadlities have prompted the laundy of 3
project by NWU with support from the WRC to establish the
South African Water History Archival Repository (SAWHAR).
The project is a ooliaboretive initiative of Morth-West
University (NWU) and the WRC, to dewlop; an ardhival
repositony with primarny and secondary source materals on the
history of water in South Afrim. The hard copy ardhival
repositony will be accommodated in the new library, currently
under construction, on the Vaal Triangle Campus of NWU in
Vanderbijipark. The pmject s a parneship between
researchers at the Resesarch Niche for the Cultural Dynamis
of Water [CuDyWat) at Morth-West University and ardhival
sgentists at the University of South Africa [UMISAY who will be
working with the InterPARES Project. This international
consortium  that is coondinated from Canada, will provide
support and guidance in the deviopment of a virtual ardhive
with wvalidated and accessible primary and secondary source
materials [Information provided)




Wine, hirds and Fynbos

The Aguihas Honorary Rangers will be hosting their second
wine auction on £ May 2013 at the Bosheuwel Prednct in
Aguihas National Park. The starting time is 200 with @ very
interesting programme of birding and walking through the
fynbos with wine t&sting afterwards. The auction will siart
at 13:00. For more information contact Flip van Staden at
082 378 1245 or email drfii hildi.com and Angela

Altendorfer at 072 283 5282.

Agulhas reception upgraded

The reception area underwent a much needed facelift and
redecorating. A new front door and ceiling were fitted and
@ beautiful oregon pine fioor emerged after the @mpet was
lifeed. A new reception desk was instslied and other
woodwork was deaned. The entrance is aiso now wheel-
chairfriendhy.

Boardwalks at the Southern Tip

The boamdwalk from the Cape Asulhas Lishthouse towards the
Southern Tip is now finished. Visiors @n walk the distance of
one kilometer at their leisure along a lovely stretch of rocky
coastine while obsenving the interesting coastal fyinbos. Be on
the lookout for tortoises and birds aswell.
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The boardwalk to the Rasperpunt fish traps is now under
construction and will Bke visitors from a parking area atong the
gravel road to Suiderstrand down w the fish traps. . Visitors witl
walk through coastal fynbos and pass shell middens from the iate
Stone Age.

Ratel River structure

The Ratel River system was extensively changed by presious
owners over years in order to divert water during the miny
season from the werf and to prepare land for ploughing. Thiswas
done by exmwating and bulldozing trenches to divert nomal
water fliow of the river and wetland areas. Oid maps and current
miaps show that the whaole of the Ratel River area is @ seasonal
wetand, thersfore these diversions. Working on Wetlands
project built a massive concrete structure in 2012 in the main
diversion cthannel where the water flow was channeled into the
mar-made trench as a short-out to the sea. But, over the years
life did establish iself in the mad-made trendhes and to allow for
this to oontinue good engineering had t© provide for the
continuation there of. Rare amphibians, eg. Cape Platanna and
plant life established itseff in some of the trendhes or pools. The
2012 rains tested this structure w its fullest, but ongoing
monitonng and maintenance of the structure and s impact will
continue asitisaworkinprogress.

OUTHERN TIP DAY

CAPL AGLILNAS





