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New Year’s wishes 
Agulhas National Park wishes all its friends, stakeholders and 

partners a most prosperous 2012.  Thank you for all the support for 

our endeavours in 2011. 

 

SANParks new Vision and Mission  
To keep up with the changing world around 

us, SANParks has decided to change its 

vision and mission in order to win tomorrow 

together with society.  
 

Vision: South African National Parks 

connecting to society. 
 

Mission: To develop, manage and promote a system of national 

parks that represents biodiversity and heritage assets by applying 

best practice, environmental justice, benefit-sharing and sustainable 

use. 

(Go Wild, Nov/Dec 2011, p. 3). 

 

Geology and Soils of the Agulhas National Park  

The Agulhas coastal plain, a remnant of an ancient wave-cut 

platform, is covered primarily by calcareous sands of the Tertiary 

Age. The coastal mountains are Cape Fold Belt sandstone, capped 

in sections by limestone (Raimondo & Barker 1988). Inland of these 

mountains are the undulating plains, comprised largely of Bokkeveld 

shale, which together with Cape Fold Belt sandstone are part of the 

Cape Supergroup System. Two fairly broad bands of the 

Malmesbury formation occur near Viljoenshof and 

Baardskeerdersbos. The shoreline of the Cape Agulhas coast has 

both rocky (60 km) and sandy (45 km) beaches and sand dunes, 

including rare hummock-blowout and playa-lunette dunes between 

Brandfontein and Cape Agulhas. North of these dunes is a sandy, 

flat coastal plain with numerous marshes, vleis and pans.  Soils are 

varied and five major land systems occur in the area, namely: 
 

• Die Dam system, occurring along the coast and having medium to 

coarse sands; 

• The Moddervlei system, restricted to the eastern part of the area 

and having a bisequel, duplex profile with alluvial or colluvial top 

soils over residual or transported clays; 

• The Elim system, occurring primarily in two bands near Viljoenshof 

and Baardskeerdersbos and consisting of non-hydromorphic duplex 

soils; 

• The Hagelkraal system, situated near Hagelkraal, Soetanysberg 

and Heuningrug and having shallow, well drained, grey calcareous 

sands; 

• The Bredasdorp Mountain system, occurring mainly in the western 

half of the area and consisting of acidic, highly leached, moderately 

to excessively drained soils. 

(Source: Agulhas National Park Management Plan, Draft 4.1, 

November 2011) 
 

  
 

  

 

Bird Identification Course – Dr Anton Odendal 

A “Flight for Birders” bird identification course has been scheduled 

for 26 and 27 January 2012 in Hermanus by Dr. Anton Odendal.  

The course is to be presented at the Educational Centre in the 

Fernkloof Nature Reserve in Hermanus.  The costs will be  

R400,00 per head.  The programme schedule, registration form and 

other information can be obtained from Elaine.  Kindly register by e-

mailing your intention to attend to Elaine at mwjasser@mweb.co.za 

or call her at 082 455 8402 or 028 316 1105.  Read more at 

www.agulhas.org.za.  
 

 

mailto:emme.dekock@sanparks.org
mailto:wakkerstroom-centre@birdlife.org.za
http://www.agulhas.org.za/
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2012 People and Conservation Programme 
The 2012 programme of events will focus on the beneficiaries of the 

EPWP projects.  United Nations International identified Sustainable 

Energy for All as the one theme for 2012.  The programme will thus 

kick off at the Agulhas Park office with presentations by Dr Wendy 

Annecke of the Cape Research Centre, on 12 and 13 January on 

this specific subject. 

  
 

  

 
 

 

 

Events Calendar 
 

 

January 2011 

1 New Year’s Day 

12 & 

13 

International Year of Sustainable Energy for All 

presentations 

February 2011 

2 World Wetlands Day: Theme - Wetlands & Tourism 

21 International Mother Language Day 

March 2011 

19 & 

23 

National Water Week: Theme - Water & Food 

security/Responding to the urban challenge 

22 World Water Day 

 

Dae uit ons geskiedenis: 
 9 Jan 1848: Gebruikneming van Kaap Agulhas Vuurtoring. 

13 Jan 1653:   Eerste koring aan die Kaap gedors. 

14 Jan 1868: Eerste gholfklub op die Afrika vasteland in die 

Kaap gestig. 

15 Jan 1971: Pres Anwar Sadat open die Aswandam in die 

Nylrivier. 

Agulhas Tourism Map

 

 
Southern Tip-Zoetendals Vallei Relay Race 

12 May 2012 

 

 

 

Fun for Family & Friends 

 

14km run 

1o km canoe 

40km mountain bike 

 

Special prizes for first three 

positions 

Entry Fee:  R150 per team of 

three, two or one indivicual 

 

Enquiries 

Giel de Kock 

082 908 4913 

Giel.dekock@sanparks.org 
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